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Megan Little

Are you interested in studying living people and contemporary behaviors and cultures? If so, this course will provide you a general survey of the array of research methods available to you. When we think of “research,” we often think of stacks of books in libraries, or clinical settings and labs. But in this class, we’ll learn more about another important kind of academic research: learning from the living.

We’ll explore several different approaches to learning from the living: case studies, oral history, and participant observation/ethnography. We’ll talk about the rhetorical strategies different authors employ and even think about the theoretical assumptions that underlie each methodology. After we’ve learned some basics, students will perform their own original human subjects research project and present some tentative findings to class. 

This class would be ideal for undergraduates pursuing degrees in disciplines such as Education, Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology, Cultural Studies, and the Bridging Disciplines Program, but it would also be ideal for anyone interested in learning more about the exciting possibilities of human subjects research.
Required assignments: 

One formal paper analyzing ethnographic arguments, one formal proposal argument for an original research project, and one formal write-up from a small pilot case study or oral history. Regular informal forum postings on readings and to report on individual projects, one class presentation, and participation and attendance grade based on completion of in-class writing and discussion assignments.


Formal paper 1 and revision: 

20%


Formal paper 2 and revision: 

20%


Formal paper 3 and revision:

20%


Informal forum postings:

20%


Class presentation:


10%


Participation and attendance:

10%

Required Reading, assembled in a course packet:

Selections from The Oral History Reader

Selections from The Case Study Anthology
Doug Foley, from Learning Capitalist Culture

Margaret Mead, from Coming of Age in Somoa 

Nancy Shostak, from Nisa; Life and Words of a !Kung Woman
Renato Rosaldo, from Grief and a Headhunter’s Rage
