[image: image1.jpg]



Creating a Better Thesis Statement

The following provides an example of how to strengthen a thesis statement for RHE 306 Paper 2.

Start
Smith uses pathos, ethos, and logos within a context to argue her case.

Issues:

· All authors do!

· Focuses on only the main source.

· Unclear what the “case,” the argument, is.
TIP: A useful exercise for drafting a thesis may be to start with a phrase that states your purpose with the essay, thereby reinforcing your focus with the assignment.  For example, you could start with: 

“In this paper, I will . . ..”  

       In this case, you could start with: 

“In this paper, I will examine how Smith uses pathos, ethos, and logos within a context to argue her case.” 

       Then, as you revise your thesis, you can drop this phrase, and only your thesis remains!

Better
Smith makes emotional appeals to her audience, establishes credibility, and introduces the subject in a peculiar manner to argue in an unusual way.

Issues:

· Simply rephrases the terms pathos, ethos, and logos.

· Still only focuses on the main source.

· Does attempt to evaluate the argument – but unclear about why the appeals are peculiar and unusual.

Better
Smith disagrees with those who believe the same as she does about copyright laws by making large claims about societal good.

Issues:

· References other authors, ties in other sources, which is an improvement.

· Unclear how Smith (or others) feels about copyright laws.

· Unclear what Smith is asking her audience to do, what the appeals are.

· Unclear what the large claims about societal good are.

Better
Smith, who departs from most people who support copyright laws, argues that enforcement of laws makes for a better society by making direct appeals to her audience.

Issues:

· Clearer idea of how Smith (and others) feels about copyright laws – but still unclear what is meant by “support” of copyright laws.

· Clearer idea of what the argument is.

· Still unclear what the appeals are.

Better
Unlike others who support stronger enforcement of copyright laws, Smith connects the choices of her audience with the wellbeing of society in order to argue that individuals, not corporations or institutions, benefit most from strict adherence to copyright.

Issues:

· References other authors.

· Presents a clearer picture of what the author’s argument is and what the appeals are.

· Ties the appeals the author uses to the argument the author makes.
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