UWC Revision Workshop Template
Advance Preparation
· E-mail instructor requesting assignment sheet and requesting that students bring a clean copy of the assignment that they’re working on and a selection of colored pens to the class.
Brief Introduction to the UWC 

1. Ask students/write on the board: “What is your biggest concern with regard to revising this paper?” Write these on the board. You can touch upon them throughout the workshop and at the end as well.

2. Discuss the importance of “Triage” with students; emphasize prioritizing concerns according to the following schema:

1. Structure and Content

2. Main Claims, Evidence, Introduction & Conclusion

3. Transitions

4. Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

Working with Student Papers

Ask students to take out their clean draft and to draw a line between:

· The Introduction and Body

· The Body and the Conclusion

This gives the students three distinct areas to work on.

Introduction

· Ask students to highlight the main claim of their paper
· This should be the thesis statement, and can be more than one sentence. Remind students that this is the foundation of their paper and the idea that every claim relates back to.
· Ask students, “Does your thesis match the assignment?”
· Ask students to underline sentences that say why the subject of their paper is important or relevant
· These sentences should put the subject in context and should not be too general or jump straight into your argument.
Body

· Ask students to highlight the main claims in their paper
· Why do this? To make sure that all claims relate to the thesis. If your claims prove something different, perhaps the thesis needs reworking.
· Ask students, “Do your claims match your thesis?  Do they support it fully without going outside it?”
· Ask students to underline their evidence with a pencil
· All claims should have evidence to support them. This is also a good place to talk about “floating quotations” (i.e. quotations that have not been set up properly) and citation.
· Ask students, “Does your evidence match your claims?”
· Ask students to put a squiggly line under the sentences where they analyze their evidence
· Quotations may not be self-explanatory, as readers may interpret a quotation differently from the way the author intended it to be read. It’s also important that readers get a sense of why you think a particular quote is important.
· Ask students, “Does your analysis match your evidence?”
· Ask students to circle the sentence that starts each paragraph
· Topic sentences should transition smoothly between paragraphs and should be “mini thesis-statements”.
· This is a good point to introduce the “Focusing on Transitions” handout.
Conclusion

· This should recap the main points of the paper (as outlined in topic sentences, often) and should provide the reader with food for thought at the end of the essay.

· Re-state but not repeat main points
· Ask students, “Does your summary of your argument match your argument?”
· The conclusion should also state why the issue/topic discussed is important

Questions to ask students about their papers overall:

· After looking at your main claims and evidence, does your thesis statement need to be more specific?
· Have you engaged the audience in your introduction?
· Is your tone formal or informal?
· Why should your reader learn about your particular topic?
· Can you add any anecdotes/quotations to augment your piece?
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

Remind students that this is an important step that should not be rushed!
· Leave some time between writing your paper and editing it
· Read paper aloud
· Don’t just rely on spellcheck and MS Word thesaurus
· Look for subject-verb agreement and instances of passive voice
· Check both in-text and end citations
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