Course Title: RHE 398T Supervised Teaching in English

Instructors: Mark Longaker, Connie Steel, Megan Eatman

Meeting Time and Place: FAC 9, Tues-Thurs. 11-12:30

Longaker’s Office Hours: T 9-11 F 11-12

Longaker’s Office Location: Parlin 12

Email: longaker@mail.utexas.edu, meeatman@gmail.com, connie.steel@mail.utexas.edu

Course Website: www.cwrl.utexas.edu/398t
Course Description:

RHE 398T is a course in writing theory and pedagogy developed specifically for new instructors of RHE 306. It begins with a three-hour orientation in April and a three-day workshop in August before classes start and follows with a semester-long colloquium. During the workshop, instructors will develop general course plans for the semester and detailed plans for the opening weeks of class, all in the context of larger discussions about rhetorical principles and pedagogical practices. The bi-weekly colloquium will serve as a forum for the discussion both of assigned landmark essays in rhetorical theory, writing theory, and critical pedagogy, and of practical classroom matters (giving feedback on papers, running successful in-class discussions, teaching research and documentation, using class listservs and blogs, etc.). Late in the semester, instructors will draw on their RHE 306 classroom experience and their colloquium participation to design a RHE 309K course proposal.

Course Policies:

Required reading will either be distributed electronically (by PDF) and will come from two textbooks: Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students (Sharon Crowley and Debra Hawhee) and Rhetorical Analysis (Mark Longaker and Jeffrey Walker.

Attendance and satisfactory performance in the August Workshop and Tuesday/Thursday colloquium are required to pass the course and conditions of employment.

Assignments:

In addition to teaching RHE 306 (a task that will require you to design and to practice a variety of pedagogical resources), you will also be required to participate in a regular forum related to teaching units 2 and 3.  For one designated week, you will have to lead discussion by presenting one week of dayplans for a unit.  These dayplans should be modeled after those offered by the 398T instructors for unit 1: http://www.cwrl.utexas.edu/~longaker/e398t/docs/RHE306DayplansUnit1.pdf  

They should include: a list of goals for the course; an explanation of the outcomes that will demonstrate whether or not students have achieved these goals; explanation of what will be done in class; explanation of homework assignments and other outside-of-class work that students will have to complete.  Every other week, you will have to reply to one discussion leader’s post by reflecting on the dayplans, offering suggestions, or explaining similar efforts in your own teaching.

 Towards the end of the semester, you will develop your own lower-division writing class (RHE 309K), and you will write a proposal, presenting the course and arguing for its merit. We will break the process of developing an RHE 309K syllabus into 5 stages, each with a writing assignment designed to help you think about the course, its assignment sequence, and its schedule.  Each of these documents will be posted to a wiki, and each of you will be responsible for reading and commenting on one other AI’s contribution every week.

· Statement of Course Goals  (500 words or less) Of course, the DRW has a set of goals that every lower-division course must meet.  We discussed these during orientation, but in case you don’t remember, each lower-division writing course should teach students: * flexible writing skills (skills that they can apply throughout and beyond their college careers); * general research skills; * critical skills, such as synthesis, analysis, evaluation, differentiation.  But you may have some goals that you would like to add to the above.  Or, you may have a particular spin on these goals.  Perhaps, for instance, you want to teach flexible skills to help students communicate in a variety of media.  Maybe you’d like to teach students to analyze important intellectual trends (such as feminism) or political controversies (such the role of religion in public discourse).  You may, on the other hand, want to teach students to synthesize genres or media in their own argumentative efforts.  In your statement of goals, give us a proposed course title, and explain what you want to accomplish in this course.  Furthermore, tell us how your aspirations fit within the broader set of goals set by the department.  

· Explanation of course content (including texts that everyone will have to engage as well as texts that students will have to find on their own) (500 words or less)  Your selection of course content should advance your efforts to impart a canon of information; so, if one of your course goals is to teach students about the role of religion in political discourse, you should some religious as well as some openly political texts.  But you should also remember that your course content must advance the writing/research/critical-thinking goals of the course.  In this document, tell us what you would like students to read (or watch, browse, etc.) together and what you’d like them to research independently.  Also, explain how this content will further your efforts to teach them a certain body of knowledge as well as a set of skills.

· Description of major short and long writing assignments (no minimum or maximum length)  Provide us with an assignment sequence.  Then, write assignment descriptions that you would like to hand out to your students, explanations of what they must accomplish and why this work is relevant to your section of RHE 309K.  Each assignment description should offer: an explanation of what the final product will look like; some reflections on how to approach the task (e.g. questions to guide students, or descriptions of tasks that will be completed in class); an explanation of how this writing assignment fits into the larger scope of the course; an explanation of how this writing project relates to the previous or the next assignments in the writing sequence.

· Explanation of your method of assessment, including a breakdown of how grades will be allotted and how individual assignments will contribute to the final grade for the course  (500 words or less)  Using the terminology that we’ve offered in E398T (contract, portfolio, rubric, holistic) explain how you will evaluate students’ work.  Give as much detail as is necessary.  For instance, if you plan to allot individual grades to the particular assignments, tell us how much each assignment will be weighted in relation to the rest.  If you have a category for “participation,” explain how you will assess a student’s participation.  Finally, tell  us how this method of assessment contributes to the goals articulated in your earlier document.

· Course schedule including major due dates; due dates for assignments that contribute to the writing process, e.g. peer review, feedback on other students’ work; and reading assignments  A day-by-day breakdown is not necessary nor even possible at this point (since you don’t know what days you’ll be teaching. But a week-by-week breakdown is possible and will prepare you to fashion a day-by-day breakdown later.





E 398T Syllabus Tuesday-Thursday Schedule�
�
Date�
Due Dates�
�
TH�
8/25�
Review Week 3 dayplans


Resources for Unit 1


�
�
T�
8/30�
Principles of rhetoric and rhetorical analysis: Kairos and the Rhetorical Situation (RA chs 1-2)�
�
TH�
9/1�
Review Week 4 dayplans


Resources for Unit 1


�
�
T�
9/6�
Principles of rhetoric and rhetorical analysis: Argument Analysis (RA ch 3)�
�
TH�
9/8�
Review Week 5 dayplans


Resources for Unit 1


�
�
T�
9/13�
Principles of rhetoric and rhetorical analysis: Argument Stasis Theory (ARCS ch. 5)





Assessing RS 1 (Bring to class 2 student-authored research summaries that you would like to workshop)


�
�
TH�
9/15�
Review Week 6 dayplans


Resources for Unit 2


Running a peer-review session


�
�
T�
9/20�
Principles of rhetoric and rhetorical analysis: Appeals to logos and inartistic proofs (ARCS chs 5&8)


�
�
TH�
9/22�
Review Week 7 dayplans


Resources for Unit 2


Transitioning to Unit 2


Technology corner: Wikis


�
�
T�
9/27�
Principles of rhetoric and rhetorical analysis: Appeals to pathos and ethos (ARCS chs 6&7)


�
�
TH�
9/29�
Discuss dayplans for Unit 2: Eric Detweiler, Rachel Mazique


Resources for Unit 2





Assessing 1.1 (Bring to class 2 student-authored samples of paper 1.1 that you would like to workshop)


�
�
 





T�
10/4�
RHE 309K guest speakers: Marjorie Foley and Christopher Taylor


�
�
TH�
10/5�
Discuss dayplans for Unit 2: Steven Lemieux, Laura Thain, Robin Riehl, Kendall Gerdes, Maley Thompson


Resources for Unit 3


Technology corner: Blogs


�
�
T�
10/11�
RHE 309K guest speakers: Ashley Miller and Andrew Uzendoski


�
�
TH�
10/13�
Discuss dayplans for Unit 2: Jordan Lamfers, Yvette DeChavez, Aaron Mercier, Jay Voss, Duncan Moench


Resources for Unit 3


Technology corner: Composing in other media�
�
T�
10/18�
RHE 309S guest speakers: Matt King and Todd Battistelli


�
�
TH�
10/20�
Discuss paper prompts for 3.1 and Unit 3 short-writing assignment: Liz DeMott, Anne Gessler, Laura Beerits, Jenny Howell


�
�
T�
10/25�
Teaching refutation and rebuttal


Technology Corner: Composing in other media (Guest Speaker: Megan Varelman)


�
�
TH�
10/27�
Discuss dayplans for Unit 3: Melissa Smith, Michael Quatro, Katherine Cox, Emily Roehl


Transitioning to Unit 3


�
�
T�
11/1�
E314 guest speakers: Phil Barrish, Lydia French, and Trevor Hoag�
�
 





TH�
11/3�
Discuss dayplans for Unit 3: Aaron Moore, Patrick Schultz, Bhavya Tiwari, Matt Gertken, Jennifer Harger


�
�
T�
11/8�
Write: Statement of Course Goals (post this to wiki by Monday 5pm)


�
�
TH�
11/10�
Write: Explanation of Course Content (post to wiki by Wednesday, 5pm)


�
�
T�
11/15�
Write: Description of Major Short and Long Writing Assignments (post to wiki by Monday 5pm)


�
�
TH�
11/17�
Write: Explanation of Assessment Method (post to wiki by Wednesday 5pm)


�
�
T�
11/22�
Write: Course Schedule (post to wiki by Monday 5pm)


�
�
TH�
11/24�
No Class – Thanksgiving


�
�
T�
11/28�
Review assessment rubric and practicing assessment of sample 3.2 papers.


�
�
TH�
11/30�
Assessing Paper 3.2�
�
 











