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RHE 306K Paper 3: Strategies for Crafting Your Argument

Now that you have researched what arguments are being made in your controversy and how those arguments are effective in certain contexts with certain audiences, it’s time for you to employ the strategies you’ve studied in making your own researched argument. The following are choices you’ll need to make in the course of writing your paper, and they depend on each other, so make sure your choices work together.  For example, if you wanted to reach politically conservative voters, it would make little sense to choose a left-leaning magazine as your publication venue.  Or if you’re excited about using disparaging language about your opponents, that wouldn’t accomplish a goal of persuading opponents to agree with your position. 
Choose a Side

[What is your position in the controversy?]

Choose an Audience

[Who do you want to address? Who are the stakeholders who matter in this debate? What do they currently believe? (CS Chapters 2 and 5)]

Choose a Purpose

[Do you want to change your audience’s attitude or action? If you want them to take action, what do you want them to do?]

Choose a Format and Publication Venue 

[Where can your argument best achieve your purpose? What format would work best to reach your intended audience? (CS Workshop 7)]

Choose your Premises

[What premises and assumptions do you already share with your audience?  What do you need to persuade them of in order to change their position or action? (CS Chapter 7)]

Choose your Sources

[Do you need informational sources to provide facts and background?  What authorities should you cite to enhance your ethos?  What opposing view will you summarize and attack? (CS Chapter 9)]

Choose your Appeals to Emotion and Credibility

[What are some stakeholder commitments that you can connect to your premises?  What reasons will you give your audience to trust you? (CS Chapters 6 and 8)]

Choose your Persuasive Voice

[How distanced should you sound?  What kinds of words will be appropriate for this context?  How long and complex should your sentences be? (CS Workshop 10)]

