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Resources for Teaching Rhetorical Analysis

I. CS Workshop Suggestions (list for all 306 units on eFiles):

· Workshop 8 (gathering background information, context)

· Workshop 5 (ethics of emotional arguments)

· Workshop 10 (vocabulary for analyzing voice)

II. eFiles: 

Nathan Kreuter: Erasmus, Asking for Cash

This in-class or take-home exercise is now famous among AIs and has met with success in many classroom environments.  The students draw two different possible audience members out of a hat and write a short letter to them asking for money, but they must tailor their appeals, etc. to each reader.  

Amanda Moulder: Finding Tone

This in-class exercise includes pairs of terms for describing tone, the text of a brief speech by former President George W. Bush, and questions for class discussion.

Gavin Benke: Ethos, Pathos, Logos 

This in-class exercise relies on reading from Good Reasons, but the general approach is a good model. This instructor found two YouTube clips that showed two public figures (Noam Chomsky and Hugo Chavez) taking very different approaches in making the same argument, so the students were able to generate descriptions of their ethos and pathos appeals and compare/contrast them.

Jim Brown: Rhetorical Analysis of a Blog
These are a series of tips for analyzing blogs in class, so this is dependent on the classroom having at least a media console.  There are lots of interesting blogs on food issues, so students could profit from discussing them in class as one of the four sources they will write about in Essay 2. 

Jessica Goudeau: In-Class Rhetorical Analysis

This exercise includes a handout with several questions asking small groups of students to locate and discuss ethos, pathos, logos, arrangement, and tone in a previous FYF text.

Stephanie Odom: Contextual Analysis Handout
I developed this handout to lead students through several specific questions in order to collect lots of relevant information about the context surrounding an article they are interested in using for a rhetorical analysis paper.  It’s designed for a computer classroom, but is also useful for the students individual preparation when they are researching their articles.  

Lydia Wilmeth:  Rhetorical Analysis 

Lydia created a short assignment that counts like a research summary but gives students an opportunity to practice rhetorical analysis before they write Essay 2.  
III. Photocopied Resources:

Rhetorical Analysis Guide

This is a new UWC handout developed by former AI Anna Stewart Kerr.  It has not been used in the UWC in previous semesters, but is based on Critical Situations. 
Creating a Better Thesis

This was used in a UWC training session for non-UWC writing tutors, and is not currently available on the UWC website.  It was developed collaboratively  

Unit 2 Sample Schedules

Former AIs Dustin Stewart, Shelley Manis, and Rachel Schneider have made their schedules for Unit 2 available for you.  
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