Asyndeton (no connectors) and Polysyndeton (many connectors)

Cicero: 
I ordered those against whom information was laid to be summoned, 

guarded, brought before the senate: they were led into the senate.   

Gorgias: 
Fairest ornament to a city is a goodly army and to a body beauty and to a 

soul wisdom and to an action virtue and to a speech truth, but their opposites are unbefitting.  Man and woman and speech and deed and city and object should be honored with praise if praiseworthy but on the unworthy blame should be laid; for it is equal error and ignorance to blame the praiseworthy and to praise the blameworthy.

Parenthesis (a statement alongside another)

R. Graves:
I, Tiberius Claudius Drusus Nero Germanicus This-that-and-the-other (for 

I shall not trouble you yet with titles) who was once, and not so long ago either, known to my friends and relatives and associates as “Claudius the Idiot,” or “That Claudius,” or “Claudius the Stammerer,” or “Clau-Clau-Claudius” or at best as “poor uncle Claudius” am now about to write this strange history of my life.

Metabasis (a summarizing transition)

Crowley:
Invention, arrangement, style, memory, and delivery—these, the five 

canons of rhetoric—are all that occupy me now.

Synomyny (the same name)

Cicero:

Call it treason, betrayal, sedition, or villainy—it is one.

Homoioteleuton (same ending)

Cicero:

You dare to act dishonorably, you strive to talk despicably; you live 

hatefully, you sin zealously, you speak offensively.

Anaphora (carrying back)

Cicero:

To you must go the credit for this, to you thanks are due, to you will this 

act of yours bring glory

Epanaphora 

Cicero:

It was by the justice of the Roman people that the Cathaginians were 

conquered, by its force of arms that they were conquered, by its generosity that they were conquered.

Anadiplosis (repeating two pieces)

Cicero:

You now even dare to come into the sight of citizens, traitor to the 

fatherland?  Traitor, I say, to the fatherland, you dare come into the sight of these citizens?”

Can also repeat the last word in one clause or sentence at the beginning of the next clause or sentence.

T. Wolfe:
And there they have it, the color called Landlord’s Brown, immune to 

time, flood, tropic heat, arctic chill, punk rumbles, slops, blood, leprotic bugs, cockroaches the size of mice, mice the size of rats, rats the size of Airedales and lumpenprole tenants.

Climax (ladder)

Song of 
My beloved spake to me, Arise, my love, my fair, and come away; for lo, 

Solomon
the winter is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers appear on the 

earth, the time of the singing birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; the fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines, with the tender grape, perfume the air.  Arise, my love, my fair, and come away.

Isocolon (parallelism)

A. Lincoln:
The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it will 

never forget what we did here.

Antimetabole (thrown over against)

Cicero:

A poem ought to be a painting that speaks; a painting ought to be a silent 

poem.

Hypophora (when the rhetor asks what can be said in favor of those who oppose her)

Crowley:
Who, indeed, can support those who discriminate against the helpless 

poor?

Rationcinatio (reasoning by question and answer)

Cicero:

When our ancestors condemned a woman for once crime, they considered 

that by this single judgment she was convicted of many transgressions.  How so?  Judged unchaste, she was only guilty of poisoning.  Why?  Because, having sold her body to the basest passion, she had to live in fear of many persons.  Who are these?  Her husband, her parents, and the others involved, as she sees, in the infamy of her dishonor.

Anticipation (prolepsis to take before) occurs when a rhetor foresees and replies to possible objections.

Paralepsis ( to take alongside of) occurs when the rhetor says s/he won’t write about something and writes about it anyway.

Crowley:
I will not here list all the negative effects of hate speech: its divisiveness, 

its disruptiveness, its cruelty, its ugliness.

Hesitation (dubitation, doubt) occurs when the rhetor pretends to be unable to decide where to go or what to say/believe.

Quintilian
Whether to begin or end, or to decide what especially requires to be said 

or not to be said at all.

Correction occurs when the author replaces a word or phrases for more precise ones.

Cicero:

After the men in question had conquered—or rather had been conquered, 

for how shall I call that a conquest which has brought more disaster than 

benefit to the conquerors.

Concession occurs when the rhetor concedes a disputed point or leaves a disputed point up to the audience.

Paradox occurs when the rhetor raises expectations and then mentions something trivial.

Litotes occurs when the rhetor diminishes some feature of the situation that is obvious to all.

Enargeia (ocular demonstration) occurs when a rhetor paints a picture so vivid, it seems to be happening right before the audience.

Irony occurs whenever the audience understands the opposite of what is expressed.

Antonomasia (another name) occurs when the rhetor substitutes a descriptive phrase for someone’s proper name.

Metonymy occurs when the rhetor replaces a name with something closely related to it.  “The pen is mightier than the sword.”

Hypberbaton is the transposition of a word to somewhere other than its usual place.

Creeley:
My mind to me a mangle is.

Synecdoche occurs when the rhetor substitutes a part for the whole.

Quintilian:
The Roman won the day.  (“Roman” refers to whole army.)

Catachresis occurs when the rhetor uses a word in an uncommon way or a way that contradicts its typical use.

Quintilian:
The power of man is short.  



Small height.



Mighty speech.

“I want a girl with nails that shine like justice.”

Metaphor transfers or substitutes one word for another.

